The Road Ahead 
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Two years ago last week I heid my first news 
conference as Secretary of State. Th: 
seript * snows that To was asked 2 great many 
questions about Cuba. Twas also asx ἷ 
ing questions about the Congo, Southeast Asia, 
Berlin, the strengthening of NATO, our foreizn 
aid program in Latin America and elses net Ὃ, 
disarmament, and the resumption of talks Ὁ ith 
the Soviet Union about a nuclear test ban. 


From a mere listing of the topics one might 


‘Made before a regicual foreige policy conference at 
Los Angeles, Calif, on Feb. 13 (press release τὸ dated 
Feb. 12, for release Feb. 13). The ecouference was 
Conducted by the Department of State with the coa- 
sponsorship of the Los Angeles World Aairs Counetl 
in cooperation with Town Hall. 

* Buitetin of Feb. 27, 1961, p. 286. 
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Situation in Southeast Asia 
fn Seutheast Asin in 1061 both Laos and 
South Viet-Nain were gray ely threatened by 
Communisc guerriila ofensives supped and 
directed fram North Viet-Nam. A Soviet air- 
ift was transporting arms Crees to Laotian 
rebels. At Vienna. in President 
ennedy and Chairman rhrushohew agreed 
that Laos should become an independent, neu- 
signed at Genera last 
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7 For text of a joint U.S.-0.S.8.R. communique, see 
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811 


July ¢ sud the formation of a Lao Government 
of Nations] Union provided a basis on which 
the armed eontlict could be ended and the coun- 
trv uniied. 

In accordanca with the Geneva agreements 
we withdrew our personne! training the Lao 
Army and have given our support to Prince 
Souvanna Phouma, the Prime Minister of the 
coalition government. However, nat 
eonvineed that the agreements are being loyally 
supported by the Pathet Lao and the regime in 
Hanoi. Vhe Viet Minh still have military 
cadres in Laos, and the Pathet Lao have ob- 
structed the Prime Minister's attempt to etfect 
αὶ ΠΑΡ πα] reconciliation. 
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Inthe Congo President Kennedy dectded that 
our national interesr would best be served by 
giving full effect to : 
cision to support the [τον Nations ma de. 
termined eifeet τὸ restore order and tranquility 
In tie face of outside tuterferenee.  Vhere have 
been rainy difficuldies along the way, from the 
very moment of independence in July 196u, 
But the Congolese have frustrated Communist 
designs on their country, and the several seces- 
sionist movements, of which Kutanga was one 
and a Communist-leaning regime in Stanley- 
ville been unsuceessiul. The 
Congo is still faced with serious problems, bur 
the foutvlations have been laid for economic 
recavery αὐτοὶ nolicienl stability 
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Δα the suue time eertuin Soviet troops re- 
inain in Cuba. As we have said before, we I 
the Western Pfeuisphere cannot accept as nor- 
mabany Soviet military Ὁ 
sphece, “The 
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Caghaowsb net ἔσαν ἢ base for otfensive 
MEATY operations σα δὲ other eaumitivs of 
this herusshere for the simple renson chat it 
will not be permitted to play that rele. Com- 
απὸ subversion in Latin America, whether 
connected with Cuba or not, is bem met by thie 
individual and joint actions of the American 
stntes, The απ τσ economic, psvelolowiend, 
and polittent isolation of the Cuban recime not 
only protests others from this source of infee- 
tton but heroes home to the ΝΣ of (πο that 
ΠΟ oe go adh tate plea tha Mga >-foeringst 
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Communism and the Hemiselere 


αν τ failed in the fifties τὸ prevent the 
establishtenernt of a Communist resrime In Cuba, 
the Untied States and its hemispheric partners 
Hieult probiem of finding a 
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Present regime τὰ Cuba [πὶ incompatible with 
the tucere American system ane that the polier 
of the henusvhere must be directed toward ihe 
return of a free Cuba to the American family 
of nations. Precise steps to vive effect to this 
poliey must take into realistic account all the 
elements tnectved: there are tio easy and cheap 
ΩΝ Ina nueleur age. Crroat risks must be 
Spied to meet great threats, bur issnes atfect- 
Ὡς the Ure ard death of nations must be treat- 
el ei the sober responsioility exhibited by 
sident Kennedy inst fall. 
Apart fron the erisis over offensive weapons 
lyst October. the most importuic development 
with regard to Cuba has been the decline of 
Castro as a symbol of the popular demand for 
sconomic and social reform. The betrayal of 
the Cuban revolution to Communist imperi- 
ism i:ng made its indelible mark on Latin 
America, and these who aspire to change want 
none of the Castro brand. Communism now 
benefits from the harsh conditions of life in the 
eonditions which the Alliance for 
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*For background, see tbid., Nov. 12, 1962, p. 715. 
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Throushont the world σατο ised { tin- 
been στ its appenl as more and move pecs 
have came to understand its trie nature ane 
objectives, Tis tredicieney ts underscored os 
the chroguie food shortages τὰ the Comuniunist 
Its failures axa system of soctery are 
dramatized by the faer that it has to string 
barbed wire and build walls to keep its own 
people in. 

futernational communisin is no longer a sin- 
ele. coordinated world movement. The lerders 
of its two main branches are quarreling amene 
themselves. We should not draw too nineh con 
fert: from that qinrrel. for it is over mettiends 
nat abjectives. Ba 
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th sides are intent on desi rov- 
tn@ ons: berth are determined to impese their 
system on all the people of the earth. Dut the 
rift subrracts from the strenesh as well asc! 

luster of the Cammanist movement. Vhrouch- 
out the Communist world we see the forees of 
Hationalisin at work. And inereasineiv in the 
Sawer Tnion. as well as in Eastern Eurape, we 
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Allocation of Responsibility in Free World 


There are other reasons to believe that the 
eause of freedom has made gains in the last two 
vears. The military defenses of the free warlel 
have been strenethened. Economically anel 
socially, many of the underdeveloped nations 
are making encouraging progress. The more 
advanced nations have achieved new levels of 
well-Leing. 


There are, however. som further steps that 
must be taken by the free world and especially 


by the Atlantic world. One of the first is τὸ 
bring about a better allocation of responsibi:! rit 
Begining in 1947, while withdrawing before 
the advance of the anticolonialist wave that 
swept the earth during this postwar time, the 
European nations jeft partial vacuums of 
power and responsibility which the United 
States, of necessity, had to enter. Now the 
European powers have become strong. It is 
only right and proper that they should again 
play a leading role in world affairs—a role 
based on principles of equality and mutual self- 
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